
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO MAKE
OUR MISSION POSSIBLE!

G A B B I E  H E R N A N D E Z ,  J U N I O R

Here we wi l l  insert  a thank you blurb from the perspective of  a
student.
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How can weHow can weHow can we
pray for you?pray for you?pray for you?



Kevin Mantooth, Director of
Campus Ministry

ON BEHALF OF  ALL  OF  THE RAIDER CATHOLIC  STAFF ,  WE S INCERELY THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT AND GENEROSITY!  YOU ARE CHANGING THE L IVES OF  OUR STUDENTS!

FROM THE DESKS OFFROM THE DESKS OF
OUR STAFFOUR STAFF

Fr. Carl Paustian, Chaplain

Kassidy Allen, Development
Coordinator

When I began working at Raider Catholic a year ago, I had no idea what I was in for! Two weeks in,
the students left for Spring break and didn't return until the Fall semester. With the pandemic, there
was so much uncertainty: Would our ministry be able to continue? Would we have the funds to
accomplish our mission? Would we see a decrease in donations? So many questions came to
mind. Despite all of the uncertainty, an outpouring of generosity was shown by you, our valued
donors, and we couldn't be more grateful! As an alumna, I know firsthand the importance of this
ministry. Not long ago, I was in the same place as these students: learning, growing, and seeking
to be apart of something greater than myself. I have Raider Catholic to thank for helping me
become the person I am today. I know that my time as a student was only made possible through
the generosity of others, and for that I thank you! Each student who walks through the doors of the
JSCSC has a story. As the Development Coordinator, I have the honor of sharing those stories with
you. Thank you for walking alongside our students on this journey! Your impact is boundless!
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If the past twelve months have taught me anything, it's gratitude. Despite the numerous challenges
that we all faced, I have been able to witness abundant blessings from the Lord. I am grateful that
Raider Catholic opened this Fall to serve and minister to our students. I am grateful to the staff
here who found creative ways to help adjust to our “new” or current normal. I am grateful to the
students who continued to grow in their faith and push forward. I am grateful to our donors,
supporters and friends for sharing in this mission of spreading the Gospel with us.
As you’ll see in this update, Raider Catholic is having an exciting year with new programming for
students. We are continuing to reach out to new students through John 15, our new first-year
student ministry. We are forming our student leaders in their lives of faith through Leadership
Summits at the beginning of each semester. And, of course, our other ministries and initiatives
continue to grow and thrive. The Catholic faith is alive and active at Raider Catholic and Texas
Tech. Thanks be to God, and thanks be to you!

2020 was certainly a difficult year to endure for a variety of reasons, but it gives us hope looking
forward to even better times just as Lent reminds us of the sorrows and struggles we are
presented in this life so as to hopefully enjoy the everlasting joy awaiting in Heaven. Although we
continued on in ministry here as an administration, it is more important to highlight the efforts of
our students during these turbid times. Although things weren’t always smooth and many road
bumps presented themselves, the students and the student leaders continually pushed through
these difficulties and strove to minister to the students of Texas Tech needing hope in times
where hope seemed most fleeting. Our students are the heartbeat to our ministries, and without
them, so many would have gone without hearing the salvific message of Jesus Christ and His
Church. Thank you to all of our donors, students, St. Elizabeth’s and its parishioners, as well as
countless alumni who continue to support our mission of “forming preachers of the Gospel” here
at Texas Tech. Your commitment and love for Raider Catholic shines through even in the darkest
times.



WHAT'S GOING ON IN
RAIDER CATHOLIC?

H E R E  I S  W H A T  O U R  S T U D E N T S  H A V E  B E E N  U P  T O  S O  F A R  T H I S  Y E A R

N O N E  O F  T H I S  W O U L D  B E  P O S S I B L E  W I T H O U T  Y O U R  H E L P .
Y O U  A R E  K E E P I N G  T H E  K I N G D O M  O F  H E A V E N  A L I V E  A T  T E X A S  T E C H !

JOHN 15
We are excited to introduce Raider Catholic's
newest organization! John 15 is a new
organization designed to benefit the first-year
students of our community. Meetings will be
lead by older members of the Raider Catholic
community to provide mentorship, small group
discussions, and the chance to join in
fellowship with fellow first-year students!

WELCOME WEEK
We had two very successful welcome weeks during the
Fall and Spring semesters! Students participated in
various activities such as a game night, scavenger hunt,
movie night, tie dyeing masks, and so much more! The
JSCSC was bursting at the seams and we had to hold
many events outdoors in order to follow COVID protocols. 

RETREATS
The Discipleship Youth Retreat Team
(DYRT) has made adjustments to their
ministry by doing "hybrid" retreats. This
means that part of their ministry is
hosted online and part of it is held in
person. So far they have successfully
hosted __ retreats this year and plan to
host two more in the coming semester.ENCOUNTER

Every year we host a retreat for first-year students called
Encounter. It is a chance for students to learn what Raider
Catholic is about and join in fellowship with the community.
This year we had 28 first-year students attend the retreat and
about 30 older students participate in welcoming the into the
community!

ROSARY WITH NO DINNER
On a typical year the JSCSC would have over 80
students gathering on Tuesday nights for a free
meal and to pray a Rosary together. Although
we cannot serve a meal this year we still have
many students faithfully join together to pray
the Rosary each week. Because many students
rely on the various free meals served by student
organizations, generous Raider Catholic alumni
have donated food to our Fishes and Loaves
program, a food pantry available to students. 3



FEATURED ORGANIZATION: WOMEN OF FAITH

W e  a r e  o v e r w h e l m e d  b y  y o u r  g e n e r o s i t y !

RAIDER
PROMISE

Our virtual Raider Promise event was a
success! About 94 people and 62

families were able to join us. We were
blessed to hear from Bishop Coerver,
Texas Tech legend Dr. Bill Dean, and
Gabbie Hernandez, a current student.

We were able to raise about $19,361.49
in support of our mission between
sponsorships and the online silent

auction. We are so thankful for your
support! Visit 

 https://raidercatholic.org/raider-
promise-replay  to replay the event.

PREACHER'S
CIRCLE

The Preacher's Circle is our monthly giving
society. Since July 1, 2020 we have gained
19 new monthly givers! Overall, each month

we are blessed with 63 donors who give
$4,224.96 monthly in support of our mission.
Our Preacher's Circle is what helps keep our

ministry afloat year around. Donations
support and enhance our ongoing

programming and the various ministries of
Raider Catholic.

Would you like to join our Preacher's Circle
and help form leaders of our Church and

world? Visit raidercatholic.org/circle

GIVING
TUESDAY

December 2, 2020 was Giving Tuesday, a
day where people all over the world give

back to their favorite charities. We
participated in GivingTuesdayWTX, a local
effort among of nonprofits in the area to

promote generosity. Among the 62
nonprofits that participated in our area, we
had the 4th most dollars raised. We set a

goal of $40,000, and your generosity
exceeded that goal helping us raise a total

of $40,987.00! Students also came
together to donate $3,261.87 of their own

money to give back to our ministry.

Women of Faith is a ministry where we meet once a week at the JSCSC, and gather to study the Bible and talk about how we can use our
gifts to grow closer to God. We gather as a big group, but we often separate into small groups to foster more intimate interactions with
each other. We try to meet in-person as often as we can, but in the case of inclement weather (or some other reason), we meet over Zoom.
Last semester we studied what it means to be a woman, how to be chaste on a college campus, and how to find a good community of like-
minded women. As we enter into relationship with one another, we encounter a relationship with our Father in Heaven. Leading this
community has shown me that it is possible to continue living out the Gospel on a college campus, even during a pandemic. I have had the
privilege of getting to know the hearts of these young women over the course of the year, and it is such a gift from the Lord! For this season
of Lent, we have been following the Blessed Is She: Set A Fire devotional. Thanks to donors like you, we are able to continue our ministry by
fostering community and friendships that point all of our women to Christ. We are very grateful for all you have done.

A small group involved in the very first generation of Women of Faith A small group involved in Women of Faith 14 years later

2006 2020

-Jackie Umanzor, WOF President
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LEADERSHIP SUMMIT
On January 19, 2021, we hosted a gathering for the student leaders of the
various student ministries of Raider Catholic. Nearly 40 student leaders
were in attendance. They gathered for small group discussions, listened
to talks, and joined together in fellowship. The hope was that holding
this summit at the beginning of the new semester would mark a fresh
start, an opportunity to set new goals for their individual ministries, and
a chance to grow personally so that they can better serve the student
center. We've already seen great fruits: stronger leadership teams,
greater collaboration between ministries, and a willingness to have real
conversations that will keep our organizations growing.

“Dear young people,
let yourselves be

taken over by the
light of Christ, and

spread that light
wherever you are.”

 
-St. John Paul II

RAIDER AWAKENING 63
Raider Awakening (RA) 63 will be held on March 13-15. RA is a weekend
long retreat for college students by college students where retreaters

listen to talks, engage with their peers and become part of an awesome
community.  Due to COVID restrictions, RA will look a little different this

year, but the spirit of the retreat will remain the same. The retreat will be
held in the John Saleh Catholic Student Center, and strict COVID

regulations will be upheld to ensure the safety and health of all staffers
and retreaters. Staffers have been hard at work to make this retreat a

success since February of 2020. Please pray for the success of this retreat! 

SEEK
On February 4 – 7, 2021, students gathered from all across the country in
living rooms, campus centers, and parishes for a four-day live broadcast
event encountering the heart of the Gospel. SEEK is a young adult
conference hosted by Fellowship of Catholic University Students
(FOCUS). This year __ Texas Tech students joined in community at the
John Saleh Catholic Student Center to set aside distractions, listen to
talks, participate in small group discussion, and learn new ways to
pursue holiness in their every day life. 
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ALLISON HAYDEN
I came to college as a lukewarm Catholic yearning for a deeper spiritual life, and that’s what I found at Raider
Catholic. I made so many valuable relationships and friendships through various ministries including Women of
Faith, Raider Awakening, CMLI, Esteem, and more. I went on my first date with my (now) husband at the CSA
movie night in the old student center during welcome week. Father Francis, the previous Raider Catholic
Chaplain who we became close friends with throughout our time at Texas Tech, celebrated our wedding last
August at St. Elizabeth’s University Parish.  Raider Catholic taught me how to be a humble servant that leads
with compassion; skills that I will take into my profession as an (almost) Doctor of Physical Therapy. I gained
confidence in myself and my identity in Christ through Raider Catholic ministries and Bible studies. Before
beginning college, I acknowledged my undergraduate years as a steppingstone on my way to graduate school.
My experiences at Raider Catholic assured me that the 4 years I thought were going to be a steppingstone were
truly the cornerstone, a pivotal point in my spiritual life and my life as a whole. I would not be the wife, daughter,
sister, or woman of God I am today without the incredible impact Raider Catholic and the Catholic Student
Center have made on my life.

Alumna, Class of 2018

DANIELLE BAAS
As the youngest of the three, I knew more about Raider Catholic than the average freshman. I had the privilege
of feeling the love and support of this community before I ever stepped foot on Saint E’s grounds. My senior
year of high school I was in a bad car accident and Raider Catholic went above and beyond to show their love
and support to someone they had never met. Yes, I became a member of Raider Catholic because of my sisters,
but I stayed because of the love and support I was given and am continually reminded each day by the kind
words and deeds I get to witness as a current student and leader. I wouldn’t trade my time at Raider Catholic for
anything, it has made me the Woman I am today.

Current Student, Class of 2021

JESSICA DAY
Raider Catholic is what I call my serendipitous blessing ever since I stumbled into a line for Raider Awakening
sign ups my freshman year at Tech- now ten years ago! Since that day where God was obviously guiding my
steps, I 've met my best friends who still stand by me through all of life's adult milestones, watched my (now)
husband receive the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation, and seen my sisters blossom into their own
versions of amazing Catholic women. Raider Catholic gave me a heart for service, a strong foundation for my
faith, and memories to last a lifetime.

Alumna, Class of 2015

Raider Catholic has been serving the Catholic students of Texas Tech since the inception of the university. Because of this, we often see
generations of siblings coming through the student center, like the Baas family.  The Baas family is from Roanoke, TX, and all three of the

Baas sisters have been an integral part of Raider Catholic's ministry for the last 10 years. Jessica was involved in the student center
between 2011 and 2015. Allison participated in our ministry from 2014 to 2018. Now, Danielle has been an active member of the Raider

Catholic community since 2017, and will be graduating this year. These three young women are beautiful testaments to the type of leaders
that Raider Catholic helps build up. During their time as students, they each participated in various ministries and held many leadership
positions. Each of the three sisters were especially active in Raider Awakening and served on the leadership team at some point during

their college experience. The Baas sisters are examples of grace, compassion, and authentic leadership. Your generosity made it possible
for three generations of sisters to grow and impact our ministry. Thank you for making their Raider Catholic journey possible! 

RAIDER CATHOLIC TESTIMONIESRAIDER CATHOLIC TESTIMONIESRAIDER CATHOLIC TESTIMONIES
G E N E R A T I O N S  O F  S T U D E N T S  I M P A C T E D  B Y  R A I D E R  C A T H O L I C  M I N I S T R Y

Jessica (left), Dani (middle), and Alli (right) together at RA 62.  
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Pope Francis once said ,  " I  d istrust  a chari ty  that  costs nothing and does not hurt .”  Chari ty  is
cost ly .  Chari ty  requires us not only to rejoice with one another ,  but  to suffer  with one another.
Just  as al l  of  you have been impacted by the COVID-19 Global  Pandemic,  so has our ministry.
In the Spring of  2020,  our  ministry  had to move to remote gather ings.  In the Fal l ,  we were
blessed to be able to open the John Saleh Cathol ic Student Center ,  but  for  the health and
safety of  our students,  we continue to fol low str ict  protocols and restr ict ions.  Many
chal lenges were thrown our way:  enforcing social  distancing rules,  l imited capacity ,  no food
al lowed,  mandated masks,  host ing events outside due to capacity  l imits ,  and so much more.
We are inspired by the faith of  our students despite the chal lenges they continue to face
amongst this pandemic during a pivotal  t ime of  their  l ives.  The pandemic also provided
opportunit ies for  us to better  serve our students:  the chance to host more int imate gather ings,
the creat ion of  our Fishes and Loaves program as a way to supplement the loss of  free meals
for  our students,  the implementat ion of  John 15 for  f i rst  year students,  the abi l i ty  to host a
virtual  Raider  Promise event to be widely attended by more than just  Lubbock locals ,  and so
much more!  We are certain that  this pandemic wi l l  make our ministry  stronger than ever!  

"NOTHING GREAT
IS EVER
ACHIEVED
WITHOUT
ENDURING MUCH"

CHALLENGES & OPPORTUNITIES
COVID-19 PROVIDED

St. Catherine of Sienna
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FISHES AND LOAVES PROGRAM
COVID-19 has brought many challenges
to our world, including limiting
socialization and communal
opportunities. Some of our students rely
on our food programs such as Dollar
Dinner and Dinner & a Rosary in order to
receive regular meals so as to remain
healthy in mind and in spirit while
pursuing their academic career. We have
created the Fishes and Loaves program
to provide for the nutritional needs of
our students. Any donations will go
directly towards providing for students
requesting help with food during these
pressing times.You may also view a list of
wishlist items on Amazon for our food
pantry at https://amzn.to/3sQfGaL

“I will be their God and they shall be my people.” 
 - Jeremiah 31:33
 
What does it mean to be God’s people? It means
we recognize that everything we have and
everything we are belongs to God. We aren’t
“owners” of anything, we are merely “stewards”
of the gifts God has given us. It means we are
willing to use our gifts and our lives to care for
our family, our neighbors and for people we don’t
know, just as God cares for each of us.
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Support our Students Today!Support our Students Today!

Stewardship Reflection

PREACHER'S CIRCLE
Become part of the Preachers Circle
by supporting Raider Catholic with
regular monthly donations. With a
regular monthly gift you’re helping
form the leaders of the Church and
the world! Visit
raidercatholic.org/circle to sign up.

ONE-TIME  DONATION
All donations are tax deductible.
Please visit raidercatholic.org/one-
time-gift. If you would like to mail a
donation, please send to:

Raider Catholic
2305 Main Street
Lubbock, Texas 79401

BUY A BRICK/TILE
Customize and order your tile or brick
to commemorate your gift to Raider
Catholic at the John Saleh Catholic
Student Center! Order forms are located
at the back of the Donor Impact Report
or email Kassidy Allen at
kassidy.allen@raidercatholic.org for
more information

GIVE TO AN ORGANIZATION
If there is a specific ministry that you
would like to support, go to our website,
click on that ministry's page, and click
on their donation tab. Or you are
welcome to send the donation via mail
and mention the ministry in the memo.
This ensures your favorite ministries can
continue to expand and grow.

SPONSOR A STUDENT
There are several opportunities to
sponsor a student throughout the year.
To retreat or staff Raider Awakening or
Encounter, students have to pay a fee in
order to attend. In order to attend the
Alternate Spring Break Mission Trip or
FOCUS Mission Trips, students also have
to raise funds. If you are interested in
sponsoring a student for a specific event
or retreat, please contact our
Development Coordinator, Kassidy Allen,
to ask about these opportunities.

@RaiderCatholic www.raidercatholic.org


